
General election 2024: What parties’ manifestos say about health issues

African National Congress (ANC)
The party’s full, original manifesto is here.

Our breakdown is below.

Health issue What the manifesto means

Universal access to
healthcare (including
health facilities and
services)

The ANC says the National Health Insurance (NHI) Bill will become law and be rolled out

over the next five years to give everyone access to the same healthcare system — as

opposed to South Africa's current two-tier (public and private) system. The national health

department has already started to appoint staff. In 2022, the minister of public service and

administration approved positions for 44 technical experts who would advise the NHI and

heads for four of the five chief directorates had been appointed by July 2023. Universal

health coverage — which gives everyone access to the same basic health services

regardless of whether they can pay for it — is a 2030 sustainable development goal. The

ANC's plan for universal health coverage is the NHI.
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https://www.anc1912.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/ANC-2024-Elections-Manifesto.pdf
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/201908/national-health-insurance-bill-b-11-2019.pdf
https://bhekisisa.org/article/2022-08-04-44-experts-to-design-details-of-nhi-scheme-from-january-2023/
https://bhekisisa.org/article/2023-07-18-breaking-the-nhi-appoints-two-new-chief-directors-heres-what-you-need-to-know/
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/universal-health-coverage-(uhc)
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/universal-health-coverage-(uhc)
https://www.who.int/data/gho/data/themes/topics/indicator-groups/indicator-group-details/GHO/sdg-target-3.8-achieve-universal-health-coverage-(uhc)-including-financial-risk-protection


Over the next five years, an ANC government will create electronic health records for

patients (the process has already started: currently a combination of electronic and paper

records is used in government hospitals and clinics); expand the Ideal Clinic programme

(this programme is used to systematically upgrade primary healthcare facilities in

preparation for the NHI); collaborate with other countries on research around traditional

medicines and the development of products; and put tighter measures in place to curb

corruption with health tenders and contracts. The ANC doesn't say how much

implementing these plans will cost or where the money will come from.

Climate change The ANC says it will make South Africa a climate-friendly place. To achieve this, the party

will, for instance, invest in producing electric cars and green hydrogen. (Feeding hydrogen

gas into a system that contains two electrodes, one positive and one negative, creates

electricity. Later, hydrogen combines with oxygen again to form water. Generating

electricity in this way doesn’t produce any carbon dioxide, unlike burning coal or oil, hence

it’s a “green” energy.) The ANC also says it will fix the country's broken rail system (over

the past decade, the country's railway services virtually collapsed), so that the country has

climate-friendly public transport. (Road vehicles like cars and trucks make up about

three-quarters of carbon emissions from transport. Per kilometre travelled, trains emit

much less carbon than cars, trucks or planes.) The effects of climate change — a hotter

Earth and more droughts and storms — will increase lung diseases, make HIV and TB

spread faster, and allow diseases transmitted by insect hosts, such as malaria, to spread to

countries where they've never been experienced before.

The ANC will ensure a just energy transition (a just transition means switching to

climate-friendly energy sources to power our lives without workers in the current energy

system losing their jobs unfairly). The ANC's manifesto doesn't say how much a just

transition would cost.
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https://www.idealhealthfacility.org.za/
https://www.hst.org.za/publications/South%20African%20Health%20Reviews/11_The%20Ideal%20Clinic%20in%20South%20Africa_progress%20and%20challenges%20in%20implementation.pdf
https://www.hst.org.za/publications/South%20African%20Health%20Reviews/11_The%20Ideal%20Clinic%20in%20South%20Africa_progress%20and%20challenges%20in%20implementation.pdf
https://www.nationalgrid.com/stories/energy-explained/what-is-hydrogen
https://www.energy.gov/eere/fuelcells/fuel-cells
https://www.energy.gov/eere/fuelcells/fuel-cells
https://www.nationalgrid.com/stories/energy-explained/what-is-hydrogen
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2021-04-20-what-broke-south-african-rail-and-can-it-be-fixed/
https://ourworldindata.org/co2-emissions-from-transport#licence
https://ourworldindata.org/travel-carbon-footprint
https://ourworldindata.org/travel-carbon-footprint
https://bhekisisa.org/article/2023-11-21-why-climate-change-makes-pollution-and-lung-diseases-worse/
https://bhekisisa.org/article/2023-11-30-cop28-the-spread-of-hiv-has-slowed-down-over-the-past-30-years-will-the-climate-crisis-change-that/
https://bhekisisa.org/article/2023-10-10-will-the-earths-changing-climate-make-tb-spread-faster/
https://bhekisisa.org/article/2023-10-10-will-the-earths-changing-climate-make-tb-spread-faster/
https://bhekisisa.org/article/2023-08-30-why-our-changing-climate-is-bad-for-your-health/
https://bhekisisa.org/article/2023-08-30-why-our-changing-climate-is-bad-for-your-health/
https://90by2030.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/JET-one-pager_31July2018_last-version.pdf


The ANC says, in the next five years, its government will work with other countries and

recommit South Africa "to take forward its responsibilities in the fight against climate

change, global poverty and inequality in line with applicable international resolutions".

One international commitment that South Africa has signed up for, which the ANC doesn't

specify in its manifesto, is to achieve net zero carbon emissions by 2050. Net zero means

the amount of greenhouse gases we emit (which mostly comes from burning coal, oil and

gas for producing electricity or fuelling vehicles) balances out with the amount the Earth’s

ecosystems can naturally absorb so that there’s no build-up of these gases in the

atmosphere where they form a layer which traps heat and results in the Earth heating up.

To keep global warming, as a result of too many greenhouse gases emitted into the air, to a

level at which the Earth continues to be liveable, greenhouse gas emissions need to be

reduced by 45% by 2030 and we need to reach net zero by 2050. More than 140 countries,

including South Africa, signed up to the Paris Agreement to reach these targets. Each

country has individual targets that feed into the global target, depending on how much

they contribute to climate change. Here are South Africa's targets.

The ANC says, over the next five years, the party will "promote cheaper and subsidised

solar power". By how much, and for whom, isn't specified in the manifesto.

Food security An ANC government will, over the next five years, lower food prices by exempting more

foods from VAT, helping communities to grow food in their own gardens and speeding up

the redistribution of land in South Africa so that more people have land on which they can

grow food. The ANC doesn't specify how many more foods, and which ones, the party

plans on exempting from VAT.

3

https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/net-zero-coalition
https://bhekisisa.org/special-reports/2023-12-06-heating-up-heres-how-climate-change-works/
https://bhekisisa.org/special-reports/2023-12-06-heating-up-heres-how-climate-change-works/
https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/net-zero-coalition
https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/net-zero-coalition
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement
https://climatepromise.undp.org/what-we-do/where-we-work/south-africa


Social grants The ANC says, in addition to already existing grants such as the child support grant

(currently R530 per month per child) and state pension (from 1 April: R2 180 per month or

R2 200 per month, depending on someone’s age), it will phase in a basic income support

grant (within the next five years) for unemployed people. Almost a third (32.1%) of SA is

unemployed, according to Stats SA. The party says it will also make sure that no one pays

workers less than the national minimum wage (the current minimum wage is R27.58 per

hour) and that this payment increases in line with inflation. The ANC doesn't specify how

much a basic income grant would be or what the budget implications will be, but it does

say it would use the social relief of distress grant "as a mechanism towards phasing in a

basic income support grant". A social relief of distress grant is currently R370 per month.

Basic income grant

Tuberculosis The ANC doesn't specifically address tuberculosis in its manifesto. TB kills more people

than any other illness in South Africa.

HIV The ANC says it will address things like bullying, discrimination against people's choice of

sexuality, teenage pregnancy, HIV and other sexually transmitted infections, but it doesn't

say how.

Corruption Over the next five years, the ANC will "eradicate corruption", improve governance and

public service, work with communities "to deliver quality and reliable basic services ... and

maintain and build new infrastructure".

Gender-based violence To end gender-based violence (GBV), the ANC will implement the country's National

Strategic Plan on Gender-Based Violence and Femicide, expand victim support services,

like the Thuthuzela Care Centres and GBV desks at police stations, and run public

campaigns against toxic masculinity, sexism and homophobia.
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https://www.sanews.gov.za/south-africa/social-grants-increase-2024
https://www.sanews.gov.za/south-africa/social-grants-increase-202
https://www.sanews.gov.za/south-africa/social-grants-increase-2024
https://www.statssa.gov.za/publications/P0211/Media%20release%20QLFS%20Q4%202023.pdf
https://www.statssa.gov.za/publications/P0211/Media%20release%20QLFS%20Q4%202023.pdf
https://www.gov.za/news/media-statements/government-activities/minister-thulas-nxesi-announces-national-minimum-wage#:~:text=Minister%20Thulas%20Nxesi%20announces%20National%20Minimum%20Wage%20for%202024,-03%20Feb%202024&text=Employment%20and%20Labour%20Minister%20T.W,effect%20from%201%20March%202024.
https://www.gov.za/news/media-statements/government-activities/minister-thulas-nxesi-announces-national-minimum-wage#:~:text=Minister%20Thulas%20Nxesi%20announces%20National%20Minimum%20Wage%20for%202024,-03%20Feb%202024&text=Employment%20and%20Labour%20Minister%20T.W,effect%20from%201%20March%202024.
https://www.gov.za/services/services-residents/social-benefits/social-relief-distress
https://accountingacademy.co.za/news/read/sassa-grants-increase-1-april-2024
https://bhekisisa.org/opinion/2024-03-25-why-is-tb-called-the-disease-of-paper-in-eastern-cape-villages/
https://bhekisisa.org/opinion/2024-03-25-why-is-tb-called-the-disease-of-paper-in-eastern-cape-villages/
https://bhekisisa.org/article/2023-12-04-gender-based-violence-and-rape-in-sa-wont-be-solved-unless-the-country-invests-in-mental-health-services
https://bhekisisa.org/article/2022-11-29-good-bad-ugly-how-sas-fight-against-gbv-femicide-is-going/
https://bhekisisa.org/article/2022-11-29-good-bad-ugly-how-sas-fight-against-gbv-femicide-is-going/
https://www.gov.za/TCC

